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Mr. F. Andrew Turley 
Supervisory Attorney 
Central Enforcement Docket 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20463 

Re: MUR4721 

Dear Mr. Turley: 

. , .  c ’ : - ; , :  ’. .I . 
WAmtNOTON 

y,;J \,J 
2 ! i3 i,,\x ennsylvanla Ave.. N W  Suite 900 

Telephone: 202.872.4310 
Fax: 202.331.1486 

inglob D.C. 20006.4604 

March 17,1998 CM1sMO 

3SLW Three First National Plaza 
Chlcago. Illlnois 60602.4283 
Telephone: 312.977.4400 
Fw: 312.977.4405 

httpJlvnnvuhIaw.com 
Writer’s Direct Dial 

202.778.4460 

This is submitted in response to your letter of February 24, 1998, forwarding a copy of 
a complaint submitted to the FEC by Mr. Michael R. Cys concerning the above-captioned 
matter. 

The charges raised in Mr. Cys’ letter are factually inaccurate, misleading and totally 
without merit. As such, the Commission should take no action on this complaint and dismiss 
it immediately. 

At the outset of this response, it is important to identi@ the party complaining. Mr. 
Cys is the campaign manager of the Fitzgerald for U.S. Senate Committee. He apparently 
believes that when the Fitzgerdd campaign needs publicity -- he can create a press release and 
depending on the reaction to it, convert it into a complaint with the FEC. Attached is a copy 
of the press release authored by Mr. Cys that was converted into the complaint referenced by 
your February 24 letter (Exhibit 1.) For the purpose of those press releadcomplaints, Mr. 
Cys is less interested in fact than he is in press coverage. It is unfortunate that the Fitzgerald 
for Senate Committee believes that it should use the FEC process to boister their campaign 
efforts. Moreover, it is particularly disturbing that as part of the Fitzgerald U.S. Senate 
Committee’s desperate attempt to obtain press coverage, they have maligned the owners and 
employees of American Sightseeing Tours. 

The entire package submitted by Mr. Cys is suspect. With his letter, he includes a 
document entitled, “The Loleta Cruiser, Who Paid For It.” He describes this document as “a 
true and complete copy of which is attached hereto as Group Exhibit ‘A.”’ A true and 
complete copy of what? This document was produced by Mr. Cys and the Fitzgerald for U.S. 
Senate Committee to support a fictitious argument. It offers no facts. 
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The complaint is based upon the use of a bus by the Didricksan for US. Senate 
Committee (“Committee”). The bus was leased by the Committee from American 
Sightseeing Tours. In order to find a bus for use on various days over a several month period, 
Committee officials contacted a number of bus companies to secure the best arrangement. 
The Committee decided to accept the proposal submitted by American Sightseeing Tours. 
The contractual arrangement with American Sightseeing Tows was as follows: 

Use of bus for 12-hour day 
Add’l Hour above 12 hours 

$ 500.00 per day’ 
40.00 per hour 

Advertising Fee for “Wrapped Bus” 
(Monthly charge for advertising whether or not bus was used by Committee) 

3,360.00 per month 

(See Exhibit 2 for the American Sightseeing Tours Advertising Invoices.) 

The Committee paid separately for the signage on the bus. The signs were prepared by the 
Ace Sign Company at a cost of $4,040.00. (See Exhibit 3). The Committee also paid to have 
the signs removed. (See Exhibit 4). 

The Committee utilized the bus for a total of six days from November through 
February 18,1998. Those six days were: 

November 5-8, 1997; February 7 and February 14, 1998 
(The invoices for those six days are attached as Exhibit 5). 

Except for those six days, on &ya during the months of November, 
December, January, and February, the bus was in the possession of AmerksL Sightseeing 
Tours? It is the Committee’s understanding that American Sightseeing leased the “wrapped’ 
bus to other clients during that same period of time. 

In arranging for a contractual rate for the daily use of the bus, the Committee had two options --pay a 
fee for a 24-hour daily rental or pay for the standard 1Zhour bus rental rate with an additional charge for each 
hour the bus was used over 12-hours on any given day. Since the Committee planned to use the bus less than 12 
hours on most days, the 12-hour fee option was selected. 

use it. This is a totally ludicrous claim that is inconsistent with industry practice. 

1 

In the Cys press release, he claims that the Committee should pay for the bus even on days it did not 2 



Mr. F. Andrew Turley 
Federal Election Commission 
March 17,1998 
Page 3 

The agreement between the Committee and American Sightseeing was canceled 
effective on February 19, 1998. (See Exhibit 6). 

The agreement entered into between the Committee and American Sightseeing was 
consistent with standard industry agreements. Advertisers of all kinds frequently place ads on 
a bus and pay a set monthly fee, regardless of whether they use the bus or not. The fee is for 
advertising. It is standard industry practice to charge separate fees for use of a bus as opposed 
to fees charged for advertising on that bus. The advertising on the bus does not prevent use of 
the bus. 

As to the question raised concerning the reporting of the November American 
Sightseeing Tours’ bill, that bill was reported and paid. As can be seen from the attached 
letter from Wolf & Company, CPA’s for the Committee, the failure to report some accounts 
payable was an inadvertent oversight that was corrected. (See Exhibit 7). 

It is unfortunate that some believe that campaign tactics should include false and 
misleading charges. In this case, the Fitzgerald for U.S. Senate Committee has taken those 
tactics a step further by attempting to utilize the FEC to be part of that effort. On behalf of the 
Committee, we thank you for your quick attention to this matter and trust that the information 
provided will allow you to dismiss the complaint and move on to real issues? 

Please call if you have any questions or need any additional information. 

I! 
Edward P. Faberman 

Enclosures 
cc: Jennifer H. Boyt, Esquire 

In Mr. Cys’ letter, he also states that the bus invoice was sent to the Illinois State Comptroller’s ofice 
and as a result he speculates that “the contract was signed for by Loleta Didrickson in her sficial capacity.” Mr. 
Cys again hns difficulty in separating &ct from m. Although the contract was inadvertently sent Po the 
Comptroller’s office, it was immediately fowarded to the campaign headquarters where it was processed. After 
that date, all correspondence was sent to the campaign headquarters. As can be seen by the attached invoices, 
those invoices were mailed to the Committee. 

3 
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November 5, 1997 invoice 1131662 

l e t tered ent i re  two sides and back of eransi bus 

November 4, 1997 invoice 831952 
furnished three lO"~22'~  podium signs 

t o t a l  due from above 

$3950.00 

90.00 
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EXHIBIT 7 

F&mary 10.1998 

Ms. Trudy Nichol 
Firuuica Direcaw 
Uidrickson tar US. Senas 
134N~1-b LsSdk #916 
Chicago IL 60602 

Dear Trudy: 

In reviewing thc Semi-annual repert far DidPick.snn for I I X Senate which was fild 
J a n u q  3 1,1998, we have diSCQVerd that we hdveatently omktcd s m c  BEcounts 
payablc that should have been disclosed. 111 aiw;ur&mw with BEC !aw, we we today 

We have set in plnco paoccdurcv which will insure hll dixlosure of yiayublca kt rulurr: 
I epw 1s. 

We emphasize that there was no deliherue rrtmpt to hide any @neat infomatian tidm 
the public. As the amendment will show, the payablcu arc of a routine fiatuie and thc 
bills, wFkh havc bcm paid, will t s  JCI disdusrxi un the FEdx: report tQ $6 issued 08 March 
2. 

Sinwdy, 
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(312) 251-3100 FAX (312) 251-3108 T E L ~ ~ 4 9 5 t 6 0 7  

Orlginators of Sightseeing in Chtcago 

Mr. F. Andrew Turley 
Supervisor Attorney 
Central Enforcement Docket 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, N.W. 

. .  ~. . . ,- -.- 
L 

March 9, 199% 
c 

Washington, D.C. 20463 

Dear M r .  Turley: 

We are replying with the information requested for an 
alledged complaint against our bus company for rendering 
services to the Loleta Didrickson's campaign headquarters. 

Enclosed is a list of the invoices for the six (6) day's 
usage of actual bus charters by the Campaign and the in- 
voices for the advertising on our coach for November, 1997 
through February, 1998. 

Our contract rate per day is the normal price for services 
for use up to twelve hours in the Chicago bus carriers' mar- 
ket of $500.00. Additional hours of service is $40.00 per hour. 

It is customary for any bus carrier to carry advertising on 
its equipment and be paid for a term of service from a client 
at a contracted cost. 

However, it is, also, customary that we use and hire out to 
the general p&lic at a fixed cost a charter with advertising 
on the same bus.Therefore, during the dates of November 5 to 8 
and February 7 and 14, the bus was in sole use for the day 
by the Loleta Didrickson's campaign. But, all other days 
through today, our firm has used this coach for its other 
clients and has been in possession of our coach. 

Since the bus was not used by the Campaign on other dates,, it 
was not charged for use of the bus. 

I hope this information is sufficient for a reply to this 
complaint. 

Sincerely, 

CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY INC. 
AMERICAN S G SEEING-CHICAGO 

L- rrone a-\ 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Enclosures : (5) 
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I 
I PHONE (312) 251-3100 

FAX (312) 25q-3?Q8 

I 131199 CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, IN@. 
PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITE 515 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60803 
J=. IO, 1998 

134 N. La§?dle S t ,  Suite 924. Chicacfo. 11. 60602 

RE: ADVERTISING FOB LQLl2T.A. DIDEUCCXSON S BUS 

PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS 
1 112% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER DUE DATE 

3,360 



_ _  - -  ~ - . - -  
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CHICAGQ SIGNTSEEIMG COMPAMY,4N'C. XI200 
PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITE 515 .' ' 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603 
ban. PO, 1998 

. 

.. 
PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS 
1 112% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER DUE DATE 

53,360 
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111247 CHICAGO SlGiHtSEEPNQ CSMPAWs INC. 
PAlMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITE 515 

CHICAGO. ILUNOlS 60603 - 
f =j 

fd  
Mr. Jim Riemer, DIDTRICKSON FOR SENATE =*  

si 

Room 924 - 134 M. LaSalle Street. QIicaqo, 11. 60602 

RE: SENATE CAMPAIGN SERVICE 

One Bus - Daily - Contract Rate for  four ( 4 )  
continuous Days - Charter service w/tax 

i 500 00 7 
PAYMENT DUE WITHIN '10 DAYS 
1 ll2?i PER MONTH WIULBE ADDED TO UNPAIO ITEMS &I3 DUE DATE 

. .... r .  ....... I . ~ ._-- ^,_ . 
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PHONE (3t2) 251-3100 

FAX (312) 251-3108 

- -_  ._ - ---_ 
lMVQBCl 

111169 CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, INC. 
PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITE 515 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60603 
Feb.&lr 1998 

I 

e .St .  ehicags, 11. 60602 

;3,360 

PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS 
1 112% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER DUE DATE 
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INVOICE 

I '  
1 PHONE (31;) 251-3100 s 

FAX (312) 251-3108 

11295 CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, tNC. 
PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITE 515 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603 
March 4, 1 9 ~ 8  

Mr. Jim Riemer Didrickson for U . S .  senate I 

134 North LaSalle Screet, Suite 916, Chicago, Ill. 60602 

1998 
FeD . 

07 
& 
14 

RE: Senate Campaign Service 

1 bus each at contract rate.with tax 

PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS 
1 112% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER DUE DATE 

-I----- 

$500 $1;00( 

PHONE (312) 251-3100 
FAX (3121 251-3108 

11296 CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING COMPANY, IMC. 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603 
PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITE 515 

March 4. 1998 

Mr. Jim Riemer Diarickson for U.S. Senate 

134 North LaSalle Street, Suite 916, Chicago, 111. 60602 

1998 
Feo. 

Or 
Thru 

28 

Rc: Senate Campaign 

Aavertising Wrap $3,341 
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PHONE (312) 251-3100 s lMW8U@E 
FAX (312) 251-3108 

11298 CHICAGO SIGHTSEEING CSMPANV, INC. 
PALMER HOUSE-HILTON 27 EAST MONROE SUITE 515 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603 
March 4 ,  1998 

$j 
i.9 Mr. J i m  Riemer - Didrickson For Senate 

Room 924 - 134 N. LaSalle St. Chicago, 11. 60602 

BE: Senta Campaign Service 

Removal of Wrapped Loleta Didrickson 's Bus 

PAYMENT DUE WITHIN 10 DAYS 
1 112% PER MONTH WILL BE ADDED TO UNPAID ITEMS AFTER DUE DATE 

$ 400 


